Quality standards in E-learning at an Egyptian setting

“Abstract”

Distance education or extended classrooms dates back to the nineteenth century. Issac Pittman was teaching shorthand in England by correspondence in 1840 (Curzon, 1977). Since then, many developments and changes have occurred not only to the nature of teaching and learning, but also to the form and function of a classroom. With the introduction of technology, radio, television, video, computers, internet connections and World Wide Web were added to the mechanisms used for information transfer. 

Nowadays, the term online/ e-learning represents instructional text-based and multimedia-based presentation formats used in a web-based delivery system. (Navarro & Shoemaker, 1999; Ellis &Others, 1999; Snider, 2000; Heinich &Others, 1999). Online Instruction represents a broad spectrum of instructional possibilities ranging from posting course information on the World Wide Web, to augmenting instruction with web-based resources, and to teaching fully web-based courses and programs in which instructors and learners never meet face-to-face. (Brewer &Others, 2001).

The current study discusses quality standards that are adopted by international E-learning programs through rubrics and standards developed by quality associations (e.g. WebCT, Moodle and A-Tutor) the possibility of adapting them to the Egyptian setting. The study diagnosis the status quo of E-learning in Egypt at the university level and constrains that face its development at the time being.

The study then reconsiders the quality standards that are applicable to the cultural, economic and educational factors in the Egyptian setting.

